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Grand groundhog opening

Austin Buchs, acting 222nd Base Support Battalion commander during Groundhog Shadow Day, performs
the ribbon cutting honors at the grand opening of the new School Age Services building. With Buchs is
his father Lt. Col. Todd A. Buchs, the real 222nd BSB commander, Gwyneth Bowen, School Age Services
coordinator, and Joanne Hernandez, Child Development Services coordinator. The renovated state of the
art facility is available for first through sixth grade students and includes a gym as well as a cooking and
food preparation station for the children and a large basement storage area. The facility, renovated at a
costof $1,069, 000, also includes a computer lab and an arts and crafts room as well. Another $350,000 was
invested in furniture and other materials for the facility.

Anoteofthanks

By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion
Public Affairs Office

Bundeswehr soldiers are
now watchingoutfor U.S.inter-
ests in Germany. What this
means is that German soldiers
recently took over forceprotec-
tion duties at Baumholder and
dl other U.S.installationsin Ger-
many.

Thefirst unit,
whose soldiers
werefromLogis-
ticRegiment17in
the Magdeburg
area and the of-
ficersand NCOs

“| personally thank Major
John Bettasso, Ms Bowen and
al others that had anything to
dowithour support. They really
made our stay here very easy,”
he said.

“Workingwiththesesoldiers
was atrue pleasure because of
theirtruedetermined profession-
alismandtheir unwavering sup-
port of our community both dur-
ing our recent
force protection
exercise and the
real world mis-
sion that they
took on,” said
Bettasso. “They
are extremely

from the professional and
Vatadigungehezirks itmakesusproud
kommando 10in to serve with
Hamburg, arrived them. Their abil-
Feb. 4and stayed 1stSgt. ity to work with
through Feb. 21. . us in supportin
“As the first Andreas Schneider theforcggrotec?

unit to take over the force pro-
tectiondutieshere, theofficers,
NCOsandsoldierswouldliketo
thank all who supported us.
Everyone form the S2-3 to the
cookswasvery supportive. We
were well received and there
wasabsol utely noproblem. And
that' swhy wewouldliketo say
thank-you,” said
Hauptfeldwebel Andreas
Schneider, 1st Sgt. for the unit.

He added that the same unit
wouldreturninOctober but that
he personally would not be ac-
companying the soldiers.

“We didn’'t know what to
expect,” hesaid. Thedetails, of
course, wereironedout anddis-
cussed in advance but “we
didn’treally know what to actu-
ally expect,” said Schneider.

“Wewereall very positively
surprised that all the U.S. sol-
diers, regardless of rank, came
together to help. It was a good
working relationship. And that
wasreally great,” he said.

Asinany new venture, there
were a few unforeseen issues
that cropped up but even they
were not aproblem. “Whenwe
hadaproblemwewenttoBianca
Bowen and shetook careof it,”
said Schneider.

tionmission, theflexibility and
the resolve that they’ve had is
truly commendable,” he said.

Bowen noted that it waslit-
erally a seamless transition of
forceprotectionresponsibilities
and that the German soldiers
werewell received by everyone.
“TheGermansoldiershavebeen
well received by themilitary and
civilian community here,” said
Bowen. “Everyone in
Baumholder is grateful for the
support they are providing for
our community,” she said.

WorkingwiththeU.S. mili-
tary was a new experience for
theGerman soldiersbut“ [t was
an official assignment that we
received andit had to beaccom-
plished,” said Schneider.

“Naturally duty at the gates
isrough. I’'m sureyour soldiers
alsoredlizedthis.

‘But they enthusiastically
accomplished their job and ev-
erywhere we went we had help
and support. It was great,” he
said.

“For mepersonally, it wasa
great thing,” said Schneider. “I
learned alot about how we can
work thingsout together. It was
a real enrichment for me and
they were two great weeks.”

Main gate closes for renovation

Baumholder’s main entrance to Smith Barracks will close for
renovation beginning March 10. 222nd Base Support Battalion
officials urge everyone’ s cooperation during this renovation pro-
cessthat will enhancetrafficflow procedures. A reopeningdatehas

not been determined.
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Plﬂﬂnmregment
keepshistoryalive |

By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

Are you an Army history buff
withadesiretoknowwhatitfeltlike
to be a part of yesterday’s Army?
Maybeyou' dliketo experiencethe
feel of anM 1 carbineinyour hands,
or ridein an open general purpose
vehicle, better known to the Gl s of
yesteryear asaJEEP.

Perhaps you' d feel more com-
fortable  tooling around
Baumholder in that popular half
breed with wheelsand tracks com-
monly referredtoasahalf-track?1f
armor makesyou break outingoose
bumps, how about slipping behind
the controls of an operational vin-
tageM4-A1 Shermantank powered
by an engine that makes it sound
likeit should be airborne?

Throw inthe occasional oppor-
tunity totravel and bond with other
aficionadosof military memorabilia
and you can consider yourself a
candidate for Baumholder’ s Phan-
tom Regiment, aliving history de-
tachment dedicated to preserving
the Army’ s heritage.

ThePhantom Regiment islook-

ing for recruits to join their ranks
andbringalittlebit of Army history
back tolifeby maintaining, operat-
ing and displaying historical U.S.
Army equipment and gear.

The regiment obtains all of its
equipment and uniforms from
Baumholder’s 1st Armored Divi-
sion Museum. The JEEPs, half
tracks, and antique armored ve-
hicles actually belong to the mu-
seum. Members of the regiment
volunteer to maintain the equip-
ment and display it at nostalgic
military gatheringsin Europe and
other appropriate settings. When
they travel, they often arethe only
U.S. military representativesat these
showsthat draw scores of military
buffs from throughout the conti-
nent.

The Phantom Regiment is cur-
rently comprised of soldiers from
the 1-35th Armored Battalion but
any soldier who would liketo join
their ranksiswel comed.

Persons interested in signing
onwiththiselitegroup of flashback
Glsmay call Spec. Tony Housey at
mil 485-71940r cell (0162) 891-3687.
Hemay al so bereached by email at
cavalrydog@hotmail.com

Post notes

Automotive class

The University of Maryland is
offeringaspecial classfor automo-
tive technology March 11 through
April 5, Tuesdays and Thursdays
from6—10p.m. and Saturdaysfrom
9am. t05:30 p.m. Register now at
your Baumholder Army Education
Center.

New museum hours
Tobetter accommodatesoldiers
and their families during their off-
duty time, the1st Armored Division
Museum in Baumholder now has
new operating hours. The new
hours are Wednesdays through
Saturdaysfrom9am.—6p.m.and
Sundaysfrom1to5p.m.

Tax forms available

ServiceCredit Unionisnow pro-
viding laser-printed Internal Rev-
enue Servicetax formsfor 2002and
previousyears. Customersmay re-
quest these forms from any SCU
branch office.

Sportsroundup

A community level soccer and
volleyball meetingisscheduledat 5

p.m.,March6intheHall of Champi-
ons. Persons interested in playing
one of these sportsare encouraged
to attend.

A boxing night is scheduled
March 15intheHall of Champions.
Weigh-ins and physicals are from
10a.m.—noon and boutsbegin at 6
p.m.

A power lifting meet is sched-
uled at the Mountaineer Fitness
Center March 29. Weigh-ins are
from8a.m.—10am. and competi-
tionbeginsat 11 am.

Winter sale

The Baumholder Community
Spouses Club Thrift Shop is now
having abigwinter clearance sale.
Thethrift shopislocated right next
totheServiceMartinBuilding 8544,
across from the PX. Its hours are
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays
from 10 am. to 2 p.m., and Thurs-
daysfrom10am.to5p.m.

Consignment hours are Mon-
days, Tuesdays and Fridays from
11 am. to 1 p.m. and Thursdays
from1lam.tolp.m.andagainfrom
2—4p.m. For moredetailscall civ
(06783) 6-66530r mil 485-6653.

T
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Sgt. Jeremy Rickettes, Pvt. 1st Class Darrell Borst, Sgt. Major Joseph Hall and Spec. Tony Housey model some
vintage uniforms and equipment.
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By Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion Public Affairs Office

Responding to multiple emergency situations, be they
real worldor simulated, issomethingtheU.S. military doesfor
aliving. Thereality of it isthat the military does not always
act aloneinemergency situationsso Baumhol der enlisted the
assistance of numerous U.S. civiliansand agenciesrecently
tohelp exerciseitsemergency responseand force protection
capabilities. L ocal host nation organizationslikethe German
Red Crossand Polizei were also key playersin the exercise.

Anyone passing through Baumholder's gates Feb. 12
quickly noticed a difference in security procedures as the
facility exercisedtheescal ation of thenumerousforceprotec-
tion postures.

“We tested the mass casualty plan, the activation of the
emergency evacuation shelter, the barrier plan and guard
forcerequirements,” said BiancaBowen, 222nd Base Support
Battalion S-2. “Weal so had host nation support andinvol ve-
ment during the exercise,” she said. Overal, it was a very
successful exercise,” she said.

On the American side, participants included the 222nd
BSB, 2ndBrigade, Division Artillery and Health Clinic.“We
al so had support from the Junior ROTC, who participated as
casualtiesintheexerciseandfromagroup of volunteer family
members during the emergency evacuation and shelter plan
portion of the exercise,” said Bowen.

While Ponds Security Service guards and soldiers were
busy throughout the day inspecting vehicles asthey entered
the post, numerous agencies came together during a key
portion of theexercisethat exercised Baumholder’ scapabil -
ity to respond to a mass casualty situation. Made up in
Moulagetosimulateawiderangeof injuries, JROTC members
bravedthechilly weather and providedrealistic casualtiesfor
responseteamsfromBaumhol der’ sfiredepartment, thehealth
clinic and the German Red Cross.

First on the scene was Baumholder military police, who
immediately notified emergency responseagencies. No short
cutsweretaken. Every emergency team that responded used
all theeguipment and material that would actually beusedin
areal emergency. Donningtheir respirators, thefirefighters

Photos by Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava
German Red Cross members, U.S. fire fighters, Baumholder clinic personnel and military police respond to the mass casualty exercise with all their equipment and resources.

evacuated the injured on stretchers, while clinic personnel
went asfar asfilling out paperwork with personal information
from the injured. The fire department also unpacked and
inflated atemporary shelter that served asastaging areafor
theinjured. There, German Red Crossparticipantsbrokeopen
their medical kits and applied bandages and even strapped
intravenous needl es, hoses and bottles (without piercing the
skin) to the most seriousinjuries.

“EveryonefromtheJROTC, tothevolunteer family mem-
berswho were actually residing at the Lagerhof when it was
evacuated, to the emergency response teams such as the
German Red Crossand Polizei weregreat. Therewasexcellent
support from everyone,” said Bowen.

German Red Cross members hook up an intravenous medica-
tion bottle to a victim taken out of the warehouse after a
simulated explosion.

A volunteer victim lays unconscious before being evacuated
from the warehouse. Members of Baumholder’s Junior ROTC
volunteered to add realism to the exercise.

Page 12 Herald Union

March 4, 2003



2 2 2 nd BSB — Baumholder, Neubriicke, Strassburg

ISA prepares soldiers fordeployment

By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

Some 20 yearsago, thefocusof
U.S. Forces in Europe was to de-
fend Europe against aggression
fromtheir eesternborders. U.S. Army
units concentrated on their capa-
bility toreachtheir German Defense
Plan positionsshouldtheneed arise.

AstheGeopalitical climatecon-
tinues to evolve in Europe and
throughout the world, so does the
mission of U.S. Army in Europe.
The name of the game today is
deployment, leaving Europetofight
the battle elsewhere.

Baumholder has taken the lead
andindoing so hasset thestandard
for deployment operations in the
European theater. Deploying sol-
diers along with their equipment
and vehicles need to be ready for
any contingency once they leave
their home base. Therefore,
Baumholder’ s222nd Base Support
Battalion hasdevel oped thelnstal-
lation Staging Area, asequence of
stages that track and wheeled ve-
hicles must pass through before
deployment.

To get deploying units ac-
quaintedwiththel SA process, units
leaving Baumholder to train in
Grafenwoehr or Hohenfels must
process through the ISA just like
they would during a real deploy-
ment.

“One of the things the ISA is
doingisthatit helpsusprepareand

ensurethat our vehiclesand equip-
ment are ready to get onto rail and
onto ships and that those vehicles
are in fighting condition once we
get at the other end,” said Mg.
Robert McAleer, 1-94 Field Artil-
lery.

“We'renotlikely ... tofighthere
in Europe. Sowe' redecreasing the
time between a deployment order
and the time that we would physi-
cally get out of hereand beready to
fight somewhere else,” said
McAleer.

The stages cover everything
from mechanical checks to docu-
mentation. When vehiclesfirst ar-
rive at the |SA, they are received
and inspectorsensuredrivershave
anappropriate checklist and paper-

Staff Sgt. Barry J. Barkley, 1-94 Field
Artillery, inspects a vehicle at the
first station of the ISA.

work.

Thenext phaseinvolvesvehicle
documentation. “ There' sjust aton
of different paperwork that has to
befilled out. Each battery hasabout
atwoweek school inVilscek to get
trained up onthispaperwork,” said
Capt. Richard Johnson, 1-94 Field
Artillery.

The vehicles then move to the
mechanical check point to ensure
everythingisinworking order. “If
something is broken or if the ve-
hicledocumentsarefaulty, theve-
hicleiswhat we call *frustrated,’”
said Johnson. “ The vehiclegoesto
the'frustrated vehicle’ area, which

isat Camp Aulenbach right now,”
hesaid.“There, our ... ownbattery
maintenancepeoplewill comedown
to fix the vehicle,” said Johnson.

The last stage of the ISA isthe
fuel and defuel stage. “ Thisstageis
just to make surethat they havethe
proper amount of fuel either to get
on the train or to go on a road
convoy,” said Johnson.

It cantakeabout ahal f hourto 40
minutesfor avehicleto gothrough
thelSA if it doesn’'t havetowaitin
lineorif it doesn’t haveaproblem.

After successfully completing
all the stages, track vehicles go to
therail head and wheeled vehicles

gotoCampAulenbach. “They then
get regrouped ... and they get on
theroad to their next destination,”
said Johnson.

Surveying therecent success of
1-94 FA at the ISA, Johnson said,
“We have the entire battalion go-
ing through in two days. We're
trying to get about 160 vehicles
through the ISA. We have a dead-
linebecauseweneedtogetthemon
the rail cars to get them to
Grafenwoehr.

We shouldn’t have any prob-
lem. WEe realittlebit ahead of sched-
ule so everybody is in good spir-
its.”
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Vehicles are carefully inspected for any mechanical defects at the second station of the ISA.

Vehicles cue up at the receiving station of the ISA. Here, inspectors ensure the vehicle has all the necessary
paperwork to process through the ISA.
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